Sunday February 21st, 2021-First Sunday in Lent
On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in the
death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five
covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through
which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the
flood with the way God saves us through the water of baptism. The baptismal covenant
is made with us individually, but the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of
the whole world.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND COMMUNITY SHARING
Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
C Amen.
P God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one
who is full of compassion.
P Fountain of living water,
C pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy.

P Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
C Amen.
Please be seated.
GATHERING HYMN

I Want Jesus to Walk with me
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VERSE 1
I want Jesus to walk with me;
I want Jesus to walk with me;
All along my pilgrim journey,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
VERSE 3
When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
When my head is bowed in sorrow,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
Words: African American Spiritual, Public Domain; Music: African American Spiritual;
arr. Hymnal version, ©2006 Augsburg Fortress. Streamed with permission under ONE
LICENSE #A-725769. All rights reserved.
Please stand.
GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the
chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us
in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no
power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Please be seated

FIRST READING
1 Peter 3:18-22
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts
through baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our
new life in Christ.
18Christ

also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body,
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels,
authorities, and powers made subject to him.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Please stand

GOSPEL

Mark 1:9-15

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan
so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s reign.
P The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st Chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
9In

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
12And

the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the
angels waited on him.
14Now

after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God,
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent,
and believe in the good news.”
15and

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON
ANTHEM

Kyrie
Celebration Choir

Ruth Elaine Schram

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Members of Our Congregation: Jeff Cecco, Brian Hegedus, Ellen Hess, Sean
McDonald, Chuck Morningstar, Sonja Payne, Maggie Rovelstad, Cindy Smith, Don Wolfe,
Helen Wolfe and The Family of Shirley Begalke
Friends of the Congregation: Carol Carroll, Randy & Gail Cox and Susan Oakes

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.
PEACE

Please refrain from shaking hands during sharing of the peace.

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P

Jesus draws the whole world to himself. Come to this meal and be fed.

Please be seated

HOLY COMMUNION

Please Stand

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Let us pray. God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body
for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear
witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
Please be seated

SENDING HYMN

Bless Now, O God, the Journey

ELW #326

VERSE 1
Bless now, O God, the journey
That all your people make,
The path through noise and silence,
The way of give and take.
The trail is found in desert
And winds the mountain round,
Then leads beside still waters,
The road where faith is found.
VERSE 2
Bless sojourners and pilgrims
Who share this winding way;
Your hope burns through the terrors,
Your love sustains the day.
We yearn for holy freedom
While often we are bound;
Together we are seeking
The road where faith is found.
Words: Sylvia G. Dunstan, ©1991 GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: Welsh Tune, 19 th cent.,
Public Domain. Reprinted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725769. All
rights reserved.
BENEDICTION - Please remain seated for the benediction.
DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Debbie Zacher- Organist
Brian Walker- Sound System
Rachel Moritz & Roxanne Cecco- Altar Guild
Barb Cahill and Steve & Bonnie Smith- Cleaners
Rachel Moritz- 8am Sign-in
Harold Moritz-8am Greeter
Dr. Bob Zimmerman- 9:30am Sign-in
Emily Lego- 9:30am Greeter
8am Ushers- Team A
9:30am Ushers- Team B
ALTAR FLOWERS- In honor or Harold Moritz and Della Benford’s Birthdays by
Rachel and Family

