10:45 am Celebration
Worship Service

Evangelical Lutheran Church
March 29th, 2026



Welcome to all, especially visitors! It is no accident that you are here! We’ve
been praying for you. We believe God has brought you here and wants to touch
your life. You are among friends.

If you are visiting, please sign in on our guest sign in sheet in the Narthex Hallway.

At our 10:45 AM service: words for the hymns are projected on the screens at the front
= of the sanctuary.

For the hearing impaired: hearing devices are available in the Narthex outside the
sanctuary. ELC now has a wifi enabled Assist System. This will allow you to follow
along with the service using your personal hearing aids. If your hearing aids are paired
to your smartphone, please scan the Apple App Store or the Google Play Store QR code
to download the waveCast app. Please see the tech team if you need any assistance.
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Restrooms: To locate a restroom, exit the back of the worship area. Take two rights and
proceed down the hallway. At the stairs, go left. The Women’s Room is on the left, the
Men’s Room is straight ahead.
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|Holy Communion at ELC: We welcome to the Lord’s Table all the baptized people of
God. Gluten free options and grape juice are available.
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|Nursery: We have a fully staffed nursery for infants through children six years of age or
i/children of any age with special needs. The nursery opens at 10:15 AM on Sunday
morning for our 10:45 AM worship service. The nursery is equipped with a pager system
to help parents feel at ease. There is also a private nursing room for those who wish you
use it.
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and YouTube Channel. All children coming to the front for the Children’s Message or
Holy Communion will be visible on the live-feed. If you do not want your child’s image
online, please do not send them up to the front. If you are ok with it, please fill out a
Photo Release Form located on the sign-up table in the Narthex and put it in the offering
box.

L\‘ Reserved Seating: Please keep the reserved seats open for people with disabilities and
(/ their family members. Thank you!

Photo Release Form: Our 10:45am AM service is live-streamed to our Facebook Page

f Background Checks: Mandatory background checks have been completed for all of our
% Nursery & Children’s Ministry Volunteers.



March 29, 2026 Sunday of The Passion
Today, we encounter the paradox that defines our faith: Jesus Christ is glorified king
and humiliated servant. We too are full of paradox: like Peter, we fervently desire to
follow Christ, but find ourselves afraid, denying God. We wave palms in celebration
today as Christ comes into our midst, and we follow with trepidation as his path leads to
death on the cross. Amid it all we are invited into this paradoxical promise of life
through Christ’s broken body and outpoured love in a meal of bread and wine. We begin
this week that stands at the center of the church year, anticipating the completion of
God’s astounding work.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND COMMUNITY SHARING

Please stand

PROCESSION OF THE PALMS

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
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Let us pray. Mercifully assist us, O God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy
upon the contemplation of those mighty acts whereby you have given us life everlasting;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 21st Chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord



Jesus enters Jerusalem

"' When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, > saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and
immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them
to me. * If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he
will send them immediately.” * This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through
the prophet: * “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble and
mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” ® The disciples went and did
as Jesus had directed them; ’ they brought the donkey and the colt and put their cloaks
on them, and he sat on them. ® A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and
others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. ° The crowds that went
ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is
the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

" When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 1
The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

P The Gospel of our Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF THE PALMS

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itis right to give him our thanks and praise.

(Please raise your palm branches.)

P We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by
those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and those
who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that,
joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

P Let us go forth in peace,
C in the name of the Lord.



GATHERING HYMN All Glory, Laud, and Honor ELW 344

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray. Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our
Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy
enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his
resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated

WORD
FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-9a

This text, the third of the four Servant Songs in Isaiah, speaks of the servant’s obedience amid
persecution. Though the servant has been variously understood as the prophet himself or a
remnant of faithful Israel, Christians have often recognized the figure of Christ in these poems.

* The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear to listen as
those who are taught. > The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious,

I did not turn backward. °I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to
those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. ' The
Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face
like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; ® he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them
confront me. ** It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Philippians 2:5-11

Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn that describes Jesus’ humble obedience in his
incarnation as a human being, even to death, and his exaltation and glory as Lord of all.

> Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, ® who, though he was in the form
of God, did not regard equality with God as somethmg to be explmted "but emptied
hlmself takm§ the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in
human form, ° he humbled h1mself and became obedient to the point of death— even
death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is
above every name, '’ so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth, ' and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

CHILDRENS SERMON Donkey

SERMON Pastor Drahus
Please stand

HYMN OF THE DAY Cornerstone

THE APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in
Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Members of Our Congregation: Jeff Cecco, Don Cool, Doug and
Denise Gates, Ellen Hess, Bill Kipe, Art Koenig, Chuck Morningstar,

( /f,» Karla Oller, Lena Rowe, and Lamar Sease.

1" Friends of the Congregation: Joanie Amsley, Anna Batson, Rodney
(/P,J{ 7”/ Bearman, Rosanna Biesecker, Hilda Carey, Kevin Carey, Mary
wreeoery Diperna, Barbara Dutton, Marvin Egolf, Jim Gleason, Robyn Haskins,

Terry L’Heureux, Richard Horner, Lana Lammond, Debra Lensbower, Jerry Lindsay,

Elizabeth Martin, Joyce Matthews, Amanda Morningstar, Kathleen Quellmalz, Terry

Reed, Billie Jo Rothe, Dan Rovelstad, Susan Sees, Spahnolgtli family, Sherry Toomey,

Jean Uber, Matthew Urban, Lubomira Uhliarova, Joe Vance, Adam Wilson, and the

family of Stand and Judy Pawlus.

(Names will be posted for a month. If you would like to have them on longer, please
contact the church office.)

PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

ANTHEM Ride On! Ride On! M.K. Beall/C. Yannerella
Celebration Choir

Please stand



MEAL
OFFERING

Thank you for your continuous support of ELC ministries. Your generosity is making a
difference. Please place your offering in one of the boxes at the entrance to the
Sanctuary. You are a blessing!

OFFERING PRAYER

P Letuspray. O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who
calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around
the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:



HOLY HOLY HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave

thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

Please be seated



COMMUNION SONG Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Please stand
COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

C Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P Letus pray. God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our
souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and
blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your
love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



SENDING
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN Lift High The Cross ELW 660

DISMISSAL

P  Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

After receiving their First Communion instructions, we will welcome the
following youth this Sunday to receive their First Holy Communion:

Gideon Black son of Dylan and Stephanie Black

Liam Garner son of Tyler and Kayla Garner and Grandson of Rich and
Sadie Garner

Amelia Kring daughter of Blaine and Michelle Kring

Congratulations!

Cor




WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Acolyte Mira Schuchart
Altar Guild Shirley Clapsaddle & Joyce Van Breemen
Audio Visual Rich Luquette & Noah Walker
Children’s Message Donkey
Children’s Worship MaryBeth Johnson
Communion Assistants Gary Biesecker & Carole Kipe
Flower Delivery Gretchen Minnich & Ann Dickey
lcn Bin )
Lector John Stains
Ushers Team E

In memory of Denice Caouette.

Thanks for the greatest 46 years of my life,

by her husband Wayne.
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43 South Church Street, Waynesboro, PA 17268
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